12 BALZAC'S COMPLEX CHARACTER
situation after the failure of Werdet, whom he likens to the vulture that tormented Prometheus ;  but as it would not answer for Emile de Girardm, the editor of La Presse, to know much about Balzac's pecuniary   difficulties,   Madame   de   Girardm   is assured that the report of Werdet's supposed disaster is false, and Balzac virtuously remarks that in the present century honesty is never believed in.* Sometimes his want of candour appears to have its origin in his hatred to allow that he is beaten, and there is something childlike and naive in his vanity. We are amused when he informs Madame Hanska that he is giving up the  Chromgue de Paris— which, after a brilliant flourish of trumpets at the start, was a complete failure—because the speeches in the Chambre des Deputes are so silly that he abandons the' idea of taking up politics, as he had intended to do by means of journalism.    In a later letter, however, he is obliged to own that, though the  Chronique   has   been,  of   course,   a  brilliant success, money is lacking, owing to the wickedness of  several abandoned  characters,   and  that therefore he has been forced to bring the publication to an end.
Of one vanity he was completely free. He did not pose to posterity. Of his books he thought much—each one was a masterpiece, more glorious than the last; but he never imagined that people would be in the least interested in his doings,
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